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DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

ABOUT ME

• Sat on various grant awarding bodies

• Made several successful                      

funding bids

• Former Group Leader on the                

County Council

• Treasurer of a Union



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

1

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

• Write a development plan for the club & approve at AGM

2

• CLUB DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

• Appoint a Development Officer to the committee

3

• APPOINT A PERSON TO COMPLETE APPLICATIONS

• Not the Secretary or ‘usual person’. A specific role



PROJECT SIZE COST BENEFITS Priority

Replace lifebuoys at 

Fox Hole Pond

S £607.26 • Validates insurance

• Safety of membership 

1

Install fish refuge 

and habitat areas at 

Sun Oak Pond

M £7,600 • Protect Fish Stocks

• Improve habitat visually and environmentally

• Increased bird, invertebrate and natural plant life

• Educational tool for junior members & visiting groups

• Reduce silt build up & erosion of bank by footpath

• Potentially installed by local community pay back or volunteers

2

Launch junior 

section & secure 

trained coaches

S £1900 • Longevity of club secured

• Increase family involvement (new committee)

• Assists in meeting safeguarding requirements

• Widens possible appeal & grows Inclusivity options

• Offers outdoor youth activities that improve their health & wellbeing

• Enables Club to approach other partners, thus broadening possible 

alternative funding streams

3

Build toilet block at 

Buchan Park Lake

L £12,000 (stage 1)

£5,500 (stage 2)

• Increase female & disabled membership opportunities

• Decrease people utilising bushes, thus improving relations with 

leaseholder & public

• Occupy problematic fly tipping spot

4

Install otter fence at 

Island Pond

L £17,555 • Fish protection

• Reduce stocking costs

• Securing of lake from trespassers

• Increase catch rate / attract membership

5



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

COSTINGS

• Gather quotes (3)

• Match Funding

• Statements

PERMISSIONS

• Landowner 

consent

• Flood risk 

permissions

• Natural England

• Historic England

POLICIES

• Risk assessments

• Insurance

• Safeguarding



INITIATIVES TO IMPROVE BIDS

• Participation – Get Fishing

• Coaching – Level 1 and 2 Coaches

• Wellbeing – Get Fishing for wellbeing

• Litter – Anglers against litter

• Engagement – Building Bridges

• Enforcement – Voluntary Bailiff Scheme

• Inclusivity – We fish as one

• Environment – Line Recycling and Water Testing

USE THE BRANDED LOGOS 



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

MAKE YOUR LIFE EASY 1

• Write a generic transferable summary.

This enables you to cut and paste into different funding application forms

Example :

‘We plan to install a bespoke fence to prevent Otters from gaining access to our fishing 

lake and eating our highly valuable fish, many of which are worth over £2,000’.

Rather than :

‘We plan to install an Otter Fence at our main Carp water’.

• Start your application early. Not near to or even worse, after the closing date

• Don’t undersell yourself!  Other applicants won’t.  It IS a competition!

• Be persistent.  Ask for feedback and reapply.  Don’t take rejection personally.



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

MAKE YOUR LIFE EASY 2

• Look beyond just the obvious benefits. Try to include:                                  

Health & wellbeing, PTSD recovery, get outdoors, enjoying nature, 

environmental awareness, large memberships, community partnerships,        

all ages & genders can take part 

• Ensure the figures in the budget add up!         

Failing to do this will give a very poor impression

• Don’t forget to include any documentation that the funder                              

has asked for

• Omit spelling mistakes, abbreviations & jargon



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

GOOD FUNDING LETTER

• Uses the name of  the addressee

• Uses the Angling Trust initiative logos

• Describes the wider benefit that the 

funding idea brings

• Provides clear contact details

• Written in a concise yet friendly      

manner

• Gives background to the organisation

• Has a clear purpose

• Is not just solely requesting money 



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

LESS INSPIRING FUNDING LETTER

• Boring to look at and read

• Only asks for money

• Impersonal clearly lacks effort

• Doesn’t give the impression 

that granting the requested 

funding will resolve the issue

• Doesn’t sell the organisation or 

inspire confidence



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

THINK LIKE YOU ARE JUDGING THE APPLICATION!

• Remember – the panel or individual making the decision 

will be reading lots of applications – STAND OUT

• Projects that are ‘oven ready’ & therefore deliverable 

will be more likely to succeed.  Give the reader 

confidence!

• It is vital that you sell the wider benefit of your project 

& demonstrate that your organisation is inclusive to all

• Human nature dictates that they may carry personal 

biases – this is even more reason to – STAND OUT

• WOULD YOU GRANT YOUR APPLICATION £XXXX£?? 



DEVELOPING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

IN MY OPINION……

The key to success, is to make your project 
fit their criteria -

Not wait for a funding stream 

that matches your project……

as you could be waiting for a very long time!

Thanks for listening


