
Reservoir Safety Reform Programme

A safety regime for reservoir dams in England which protects our 

communities, by making us ready for and resilient to climate 

change – today, tomorrow and the future.



Toddbrook Reservoir emergency incident 2019



Vision

A safety regime for reservoir dams in England which protects our communities, by making us
ready for and resilient to climate change – today, tomorrow and the future.

Aims

❖ Strengthening roles and responsibilities for reservoir owners, operators, engineers, and the
regulator.

❖ Improving safety practice and culture, through a programme of continuous development of
skills, capacity and training across the reservoir community.

❖ Modernising legislation and safety management practice to ensure a robust, proportionate
safety regime that is fit for the future.

❖ Engaging with stakeholders to help shape our approach and deliver reforms.

The programme’s vision & aims 



Key Reforms

Small 
Raised 

Reservoirs

10,000 m3

Quality 
Control

Spot checks

Increased 
duties & 

powers for 
the 

regulator

Hazard 
classification 

Future 
supply of 
engineers

Lessons 
learned from 

incidents 

Research Guidance, 
communication 

Charging 
Civil 

sanctions



Engaging with the reservoir community

Reservoir Safety Reform Programme Information Page - Environment Agency - Citizen Space (environment-agency.gov.uk)

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsult.environment-agency.gov.uk%2Fsolent-and-south-downs%2Freservoir-safety-reform-programme%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctony.deakin%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C15c587605b5b4d071c1c08dc22619ff9%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638423049905244504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IsMpD1FwxsMuDJiR9GMoTeVdFBUIRDVBPhZtigHZvv8%3D&reserved=0


Survey on Reservoir Safety

• Better understand training and information needs, 

• what works well and what needs improving with the reports 

• and statements written by reservoir engineers, and to evaluate 

the 

• current approach to on-site emergency flood plans. 

• Relevant to all Undertakers, Panel Engineers, and Local 

Resilience Forums, Local Authority Emergency Planning 

Teams.

Follow this link to go to the survey: Reservoir Safety Survey (smartsurvey.co.uk)

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FEUTEUR%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctony.deakin%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C972a9857693e4c61806808dc20eda616%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638421452264895150%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R9s60tIbz%2FYL8QllxhFtFhviHZiOGTqOzG0u6hopY9o%3D&reserved=0
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