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How to Use This Template
This template is provided as a starting point for charter skippers and recreational anglers who wish to contact their MP about the 2026 recreational pollack bag limit. You should personalise the letter with your own details, such as your name, address, local area, and any personal experiences or observations that illustrate the impact of the bag limit on you, your business, or your local community. MPs and their offices are more likely to respond to letters that are clearly individualised, rather than exact copies.
To find your MP’s contact details, visit https://members.parliament.uk/ and enter your postcode. Once you have your MP’s email or postal address, replace the placeholders in the template with your information, copy the contents over to your email and add your own experiences to make the letter authentic and compelling.


Subject: Concern Regarding 2026 Recreational Pollack Bag Limit
Dear [MP’s Name],
I am writing as a constituent and [recreational sea angler / charter skipper] in [Your Area] to express my concern regarding the recently agreed recreational pollack bag limit of three fish per angler for 2026. [If you run a charter boat, add vessel name and port here].
While I fully support sustainable and evidence-based fisheries management, I am concerned that this highly restrictive limit does not adequately reflect the extensive body of collaborative research and voluntary measures already undertaken by the recreational sector over the past two years. Anglers, charter operators, scientists, and Defra officials have worked together through the Pollack Fisheries Industry Science Partnership (F.I.S.P.) and the Pollack Pact to improve data collection, trial best-practice fish handling techniques, and reduce release mortality.
I am particularly concerned about the socio-economic impacts of this measure on local coastal communities. For many charter operators, the average cost of a full-day trip is substantial, and a three-fish bag limit significantly reduces the perceived value of trips, increasing the risk of cancellations and threatening the viability of businesses that support jobs and contribute to the local economy. Unlike commercial fishers, recreational operators have not received compensation for restrictive measures, despite generating significant economic activity. [If you run a charter boat, add further details here on your experience and concerns as an operator. If you are an angler, share how this might impact your ability to book charter trips, willingness to travel to other coastal communities to fish and/or your personal food security.]
I therefore urge you to support the following actions proposed by the Angling Trust to ensure both pollack recovery and the sustainability of local recreational fishing businesses:
1. Introduce financial support or compensation for affected charter operators to offset lost bookings and operational costs.
2. Commission an independent economic assessment of the three-fish bag limit to fully understand its social and economic consequences.
3. Support continued recreational pollack research and engagement, including long-term data collection that is co-designed with the recreational sector
I would be grateful if you could raise these concerns with the relevant Minister and support measures that recognise the contribution of recreational fishing to the UK fishing industry and coastal economies. As an [angler/charter skipper] within your constituency, I cannot remain silent when there is a clear imbalance in how management impacts are addressed between the commercial and recreational sectors - particularly when the Fisheries Act (2020) and Joint Fisheries Statement explicitly recognise recreational fishing as part of the UK fishing industry.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Address / Contact Details]
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